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THE SPRINGFIELD TRAINING SCHOOL INQUIRY 

It has been an element of great strength in the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association that it has held aloof to a great extent from theological 
controversy, accepting men on the basis of their church standing. 
The development of strong training schools, however, with large equip- 
ment and college rank has inevitably raised a question as to the type 
of theological teaching that should be given. It is impossible to carry 
on biblical instruction without meeting the questions of inspiration, 
inerrancy, historicity, etc. 

The training school at Springfield, Mass., a largely endowed and 
well-equipped college, has in the person of Dr. Ballantine a biblical 
instructor of thorough scholarship and high ability. It is only natural 
that he has introduced his students to scientific methods of study. 
Inaccurate and misleading reports of his classroom work having got 
abroad, a good deal of uneasiness was manifest in the Brotherhood, 
and not a little criticism was leveled against the school. The Board 
of Trustees therefore appointed a committee of investigation, of which 
Dr. Thomas M. Balliet, dean of the school of Pedagogy in New York 
University, was chairman, and of which Dean" Hodges of Cambridge 
was a member. The committee has recently made a unanimous report 
that "the biblical instruction of the school is deserving not only of 
exoneration from criticism, but of the highest praise." 

The investigation was a very interesting one. On the one hand 
the sources of the criticisms were discovered. Certain Association 
secretaries were disturbed because the alumni of the school seemed to 
be holding divergent views from their own upon the atonement and verbal 
inspiration, and because they were more interested in social religious 
endeavors than in revivalism. Some thought the graduates of the 
school lacking in personal piety. Most of this is found to be misunder- 
standing. 

The committee thought it wise to discover the previous religious 
training of the students and so addressed to the alumni some questions, 
very elementary from a critical point of view. Some of the questions 
with the answers were as follows: 
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"3. Did you regard the Garden of Eden as historic fact?" 

To this 70 answered "yes," 49 "no," 29 were uncertain. 

"6. Did you regard the account of the Tower of Babel as historic 
fact?" 

To this 60 answered "yes," 33 "no," 49 were uncertain. 

"8. Did you regard the story of Jonah as historic fact ?" 

To this 45 answered "yes," 76 "no," 27 were uncertain. 

It was inevitable that the most moderate views of biblical scholarship 
would lead to a considerable readjustment of view for such students. 
One man stated as his experience: "Without knowing anything about 
the facts, I believed the Bible to be actually and literally God's word. 
I was brought up under the influence of men who believed in verbal 
inspiration. When the professor told us that there were no original 
manuscripts in existence, and that there were various readings of the 
same passages, the props were all taken out from under me, and I was 
led to question the authenticity of the Bible, and even the reality of 
God. I lost my faith completely, and for nearly a year I floundered 
about in a sea of perplexity." He adds that he has recovered his faith 
and is perfectly satisfied with the method of instruction in the school. 
Of all the men questioned, 114 stated that their faith had been strength- 
ened, several said that they had experienced no change, a few said 
that their faith had been weakened, notably, some who had not com- 
pleted the course. The committee report that the well-nigh unanimous 
testimony of the alumni is an enthusiastic indorsement of the instruc- 
tion of the school. 

The committee after thorough consideration pronounce the biblical 
instruction "in harmony with that of the theological seminaries of the 
evangelical churches." This is a most happy conclusion of a trouble- 
some question, and it is to be hoped that it will be satisfactory to the 
Association at large and avert any lamentable theological controversy. 



